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January  -  THANK GOD FOR THE MESSIAH MONTH

The advent season has once again brought the eager anticipation of Messiah’s Day and the wonderful celebration of the birth of The Messiah.  Soon most people will return to business as usual and the special glow of the season, that was punctuated with feelings of good cheer, will rapidly fade into the past.  However, the real message of God’s Act in Sending a special messenger is needed more after the celebration of the birth than before.  Was the birth a momentary occurrence at a fixed time in history or, does the birth usher us into a world of unimaginable richness for disciples of The Christ?                 

Our theme for the month continues the celebration and fulfillment of The Promise by God to provide a shepherd who would lead people in Righteousness.  The coming to earth of The Christ (God’s Presence and Power) in human form begins a new chapter in God’s Plan of Salvation.  The unheralded young woman Mary was honored by God to be  the one to bear The Christ Infant.  Now, it is true that some have unduly elevated Mary to divine status; however, most of us as Protestants have devalued her unique  contribution.  Out of all the women of all ages, God Chose Mary as the mother for God’s Son or Seed, The Christ.  So, Mary is indeed “blessed among all women and blessed is the fruit of her womb, Jesus.”  However, we stop short of granting Mary divinity, just as many of us do not invest the human Jesus with divinity.  We honor Jesus as our senior brother, born of a woman, just like us in every way except, he did no sin.  Jesus is also our perfect example, our master teacher and Risen Savior.  He was kept by The Indwelling Holy Spirit, God’s Power and Presence.  We affirm, “That God Was Reconciling the world to God’s Self through The Christ and Gave us the ministry of reconciliation,” as II Corinthians 5:19 teaches us.

We are thankful for the Gospel writers Luke and Matthew for providing us with a brief overview of some details related to The Birth of The Messiah. We are also indebted to the writer of John’s gospel, who informs us of The Christ, Who Was in the beginning with God and Who Is God and Who, as “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us,” in the body of Jesus.  (John 1:12)  We too have the wonderful privilege of experiencing The Power and Presence of God--The Holy Spirit--in us as disciples of The Christ.  Yes, we celebrate this birth and we consecrate ourselves to receive the promise of God’s Presence and Power in us, as was in Jesus, affirming us as messengers of the good news of Salvation to all who will accept God’s Offer.  May we be found faithful for then we will begin to experience The Unimaginable Riches of God for our earthly lives and as practice for our eternal lives in God’s Kingdom of Righteousness and Peace.

                                                                          Shalom, God’s Wholeness, Pastor Jay
