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November  -  COGIC HOLY INTERNATIONAL CONVOCATION MONTH

          This is the 102nd annual Holy International Convocation of the Church Of God In Christ (COGIC).  Saints and friends from around the globe will assemble in Memphis, Tennessee for a week for reflection and renewal via Pentecostal witnessing and worship.  This year is also a historic moment marking the end of the unbroken series of the fall gatherings in Memphis. Next year, God Willing, the Holy Convocation will be hosted by the City of St. Louis, Missouri, and thus begin a new era of these celebrated assemblies.  

The Holy Convocation brings the leadership and delegates together for a week of intense fellowship and worship.  This is also a time for thanking God for Guidance and Grace over the past year and engaging in preparation for another year of ministry—doing God’s Work as co-laborers in sharing the good news of God’s Kingdom.  Saints come to  rededicate themselves to seeking God’s Will and heeding God’s Agenda for the coming year as well as the assessment of past efforts in ministry.  The week of worship, featuring stirring testimonies, consecrated singing and music, anointed and dynamic proclamation and a mighty Move of God, provides for the experience of spiritual renewal.  The saints respond in thanksgiving and presentation of themselves as offerings along with cheerfully sharing their financial gifts for the support of the various ministries.  

Thank God for the legacy of our sainted leader and chief apostle the late Bishop Charles Harrison Mason and the Pentecostal pioneers.  Bishop Mason, or “Dad Mason,” as he was affectionately known, remains a powerful example of how God Uses ordinary people in this age just as on the Day of Pentecost when The Holy Spirit Anointed the original follower of The Christ, Jesus.  Upon hearing of the Pentecostal Outpouring at the Azusa Street Revival, Dad Mason traveled to Los Angeles and experienced The Baptism in/of/by/with The Holy Spirit and then spent his life in surrender and dedication to this modern day Pentecostal Move of God.  The COGIC is yet experiencing God’s Promise to Dad Mason that if he took the name, Church Of God In Christ this fledgling group would grow so large that no building would be able to house its membership. Thank God that we are witnesses of God’s Faithfulness!  

Now we must never forget the Pentecostal principles that are the foundation of our explosive increase, even as we adapt the tactics for ministry to current realities.  The message is the same but the methods must change be effective to avoid becoming powerless and dead traditionalism.  Even as we continue to fast and pray, we must plan and develop as we seek and receive God’s Direction for ministry today.  

God Bless. 

                                                                                Pastor Jay

