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December  -  BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH MONTH

Many people celebrate this month as “the season to be jolly.”  In fact December 25, has nearly ceased to exist as a religious holiday and instead become a secular time for exuberance, excitement and excess in food, drink and conspicuous consumption.  While celebrating with family and friends is a great thing, it pales in comparison with the real reason for this season.                                                        

Christ Mass, as named, originally was an annual worship and spiritual communion for faithful disciples of Jesus to assemble for public worship and thanksgiving for God’s Sending of The Messiah, The Christ, via the birth of a baby named Jesus or Savior.  The  Christ Mass was eventually shortened to the more familiar Christmas.  However, some find this name to be very troublesome now for at least two reasons:  1) We as Protestants no longer celebrate the mass; and 2) this name has been co-opted by commercial activity and fables that have nothing whatever to do with the coming of The Christ as an infant  into human history.  Hence, some of us much prefer and refer to this supremely important event, Birth of the Messiah.  Also, we know that the date of the birth is not December 25.  

The Gospel writers Luke and Matthew provide us with an account of some details related to the Birth of the Messiah. We are told that an angel visits Joseph, the earthly or non-biological father in a dream and assures him that Mary has not been unfaithful to him or unchaste.  We are also told of Mary’s visitation by the angel, who informs her that she is God Almighty Choice to be the mother of God’s Seed, or Child.  God Chooses Mary above all women of all time to bring God’s Anointed into human existence.   So in this season we celebrate God’s Awesome and Loving Act of Redemption of creation.   And it all is due to a poor Nazarene couple, Mary and Joseph, who are both Chosen by God to be the earthly parents and guardians God’s Seed in human flesh.  

One of the overlooked and non-traditional lessons of  this sacred season is a divine  validation of the blended family.  What an affirmation for all non-biological parents and a powerful message regarding the worth of all people, without regard to the circumstances of the birth and parentage.  Can we receive the implication in the birth of Jesus for unwed mothers and the men who become the fathers to other men’s children?  This in no way is to condone the illegitimacy of unwed parents, but the circumstances of Jesus birth does suggest the removal of the stigma befalling innocent children of such unions. 

May we ever be open to hearing God Speak to us in the very familiar story of The Birth of The Christ, Jesus, our Lord, with new applications for our lives.  May we truly celebrate God’s Gift in human flesh, each and every day as we await The Return of our Lord and experience God’s Peace and Joy.    

                                                                 Shalom (God’s Wholeness to you) Pastor Jay
