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August  -  PASTORAL INSTALLATION and APPRECIATION MONTH
      The late Bishop Ithiel C. Clemmons made an official congregational visit on October 12, 1994, and after polling the congregation the Elder John W. Redic, II, nearly received  an unanimous vote to become the pastor.  Bishop Clemmons appointed Elder Redic as pastor that night and returned for the formal Installation Service on August 12, 1995.  However, no one person, regardless of how anointed, talented or gifted he or she might be, can provide effective leadership alone.  Effective pastoral leadership requires the collaborative effort of the appointed and elected congregational leaders, along with the other disciples working together to do the work of ministry.   

       Ministry is work, God’s Work on earth.  Doing good to the least of those we meet or have an opportunity to reach, is actually doing our good deeds to The Lord.  Jesus said, the one way people would know us as his disciples is by our love one to another.  Never forget that God Calls us to worship and to service!  Jesus, our perfect example stressed that he “did not come to be served, but to serve.” Our leaders deserve our respect but we must avoid honor that becomes the forbidden worship of a leader!  Genuine and godly respect flows in both directions at the same time to include everyone, those being served as well as those who do the serving.  We thank God for Calling us together as the St. Paul  “assembly of Pentecostal believers in The Christ.”  

      Pastoral appreciation also acknowledges the leaders of the past on whose shoulders Pastor Redic and the St. Paul disciples stand.  Thank God for the former leaders:  Elder Seldon DeLoatch, Pastor Walter J. Hollingworth, Pastor Lorenzo R. Vaughn, Sr., Pastor Robert E. Davis, Sr., Pastor James Davis and Elder Earl Davis.  May God Reward them!  

The appreciation extends to those who have served on the pastoral leadership teams over the years.  
     We continue to do the work that God Has Called us to do by putting the teachings of Jesus into practice.  That is a major reason why we were Saved!  It is one of our great privileges and pleasures to share our witness with others and to practice our Pentecostal quest for holiness in our daily lives.  Consequently, we seek to share our faith and model The Love of God with everyone that we meet via our silent witness in the routines of daily living and in our acts of public worship.  However, our worship does not begin and end when we gather for services, instead it continues to inform and impact every sphere of our existence.  Hence, becoming living testimonies of holiness is the primary focus for celebrating the pastoral anniversary and installation.  May we forever walk in the narrow pathway of righteousness as disciplined and dedicated followers of the Risen Savior.
                                                                                                                Pastor Jay
